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SEXUAL ASSAULT IN MILITARY AND VETERAN POPULATIONS

¢ The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence
Survey, a large, nationally representative study,
included two sub-samples drawn from military
populations totaling 2836 women (the Department
of Defense commissioned sub-samples only for
females). 36.3% of active duty women and 32.8%
of wives of active duty men had experienced sexual
violence involving some sort of physical contact
(Black & Merrick, 2013).

® 13% of male naval recruits in one study reported
premilitary perpetration of sexual assault (Stander,
Merrill, Thomsen, Crouch, & Milner, 2008). Among
those men, 71% reported more than one incident of
attempted or completed rape (McWhorter, Stander,
Merrill, Thomsen, & Milner, 2009). They also reported
using substances to incapacitate victims more often
than force, and targeting victims they knew rather
than strangers. Those with a history of attempted or
completed rape were more likely to perpetrate similar
acts during military service.

SEXUAL ASSAULT IN PRISON AND DETENTION FACILITIES

e According to a Department of Justice report, 4%
of prison inmates and 3.2% of jail inmates report
experiencing sexual assault in @ 12 month period.
Gay, lesbian and bisexual (GLB) inmates had the
highest rate of sexual victimization with 12.2% of
GLB prisoners and 8.5% of GLB jail inmates reporting
sexual victimization by another inmate, and 5.4% of
prisoners and 4.3% of jail inmates reporting sexual
victimization by staff (Beck, Berzofsky, Caspar, &
Krebs, 2013).

* Male inmates in one study suggested that the
most salient barriers to reporting rape were
embarrassment, fear of harassment, and a fear of
retaliation from the perpetrator (Levan, 2010).
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SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THE CONTEXT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence
Survey (NISVS) found that 1 out of 10 women in the
US (or about 11.1 million women) has been raped by
an intimate partner in her lifetime. 1 in 6 women (or
19 million) have experienced sexual violence other
than rape by an intimate partner. In the 12 months
prior to the survey, an estimated 686,000 women
were raped by an intimate partner and 2.7 million
experienced sexual violence other than rape. 1in
12 men (or about 9 million) have experienced sexual
violence other than rape by an intimate partner in his
lifetime (Black et al., 2011).

Another study found that seeking help from social
service and criminal justice agencies appears to be the
most effective way to end sexual assault in the context
of a violent relationship (Martin, Taft & Resick, 2007).

POPULATION-SPECIFIC SEXUAL ASSAULT INFORMATION

A study by Cook, Dinnen & O'Donnell (2011) found
that while older women report lower lifetime and
past year physical and sexual assaults than younger
women, those who have experienced sexual or
physical violence report greater psychiatric distress
(like PTSD or depression).

In a review of the literature Tewksbury (2007) found
that among male survivors of sexual assault, feelings
of shame, stigma, fear that one’s sexuality will be
questioned are common, and anger or hostility are
common. For male victims, sexual assault may be
related to poor physical health, somatic complaints,
sleep difficulties, depression, anxiety disorder, and
substance abuse.

A study using data from the National Youth Risk
Behavior Survey found that female adolescents with
physical disabilities were more likely to report having
been physically forced to have sexual intercourse
than those without disabilities (19.6% vs 9.4%)
(Alriksson-Schmidt, Armour, & Thibadeau, 2010).

NISVS found that 26.9% of American Indian and
Alaska Native women reported rape in their lifetime
and 49% reported sexual violence other than rape.
20.1% of American Indian or Alaska Native men
reported sexual violence other than rape in their
lifetime (Black et al., 2011).

The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey,
a large nationally representative survey (Walters, Chen, &
Breiding, 2013), found that:

Bisexual women had significantly higher lifetime
prevalence of rape and sexual violence (46.1%)
compared to lesbians (13.1%) and heterosexual
women (17.4%). This was true when looking at rape
by any perpetrator as well as when examining rape by
intimate partners.

Lifetime prevalence of sexual violence other than
rape (being made to penetrate, sexual coercion,
unwanted sexual contact, non-contact unwanted
sexual experiences) was 46.4% for lesbians, 74.9%
for bisexual women, 43.3% for heterosexual women,
40.2% for gay men, 47.4% for bisexual men, and
20.8% for heterosexual men.
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